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WRITING TASK

There is an ongoing debate over the use of genetically modified (GM) foods.

Think about BOTH sides of the debate. Should GM foods be produced and
consumed? Write an argumentative essay in your own words supporting either
side of the debate.

Be sure to use information from BOTH passages in your argumentative essay.

Writer's Checklist
Be sure to:
= Introduce your claim.
s  Support your claim with logical reasons and relevant evidence from the passages.
= Acknowledge and address alternate or opposing claims.
s Organize the reasons and evidence logically.
s Develop your ideas clearly and use your own words, except when quoting directly from the
passages.
= ldentify the passages by title or number when using details or facts directly from the passages.

= Use words, phrases, or clauses to connect ideas and to clarify the relationships among claims,
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

= Establish and maintain a formal style.

= Use clear language and vocabulary.

= Provide a conclusion that supports the argument presented.

s Check your work for correct usage, grammar, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.

Now write your argumentative essay on your answer document. Refer to the Writer's Checklist as
you write and proofread your essay.

a9 o] Egto] &S AAMS AHrm 7] A (writing task)e] wixlet ERo =
‘HIEA] B X B A AAE HARE ALLsle HESE =42 24F Z(Be sure to use
information from BOTH passages in your argumentative essay)’ ©]#t+= 77} Z3H5 o]
Aes & F AFYULE A7]eA B4 A HoF & A2 “Be sure to use information
from BOTH passages” 2= A% E7YdUG. &, 53t =5 4T o, 4 #A4l9
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BE sepstdl folstel AFS 9L 5 U WUk

_18_



This section of the test assesses your skill to comprehend reading passages and use information from the
passages to write an argumentative essay.

Before you begin writing your essay, you will read two passages and answer one multiple-choice question
and one short constructed-response guestion about what you have read.

As you read the passages think about details you may use in an argumentative essay about the use of

genetically modified (GM) food.

These are the titles of the passages you will read:

1. GM Food Saves Lives
2. What We Don’t Know about GM Food

i

oA A5t 8¢ 25EF 273 =&
2 WES o7 diwel FolAls Aw
sk o] eyt =3 £l 8
FoIxl ARolM Fag 2AS A
TEd AEE FAHeR 2= F=

g =] A, ko] yHol =Ao] He
tetes + B
=& 2ol

GM Food Saves Lives
by Rebecca Wilson

Genetically modified (GM) food was introduced to the citizens of the United States in 1994. Since
then, the use of genetics on produce and animals has become so widespread that each person in the
United States is most likely eating GM food daily. A primary reason for its pepularity is how beneficial
it is to people and businesses.

What is genetic modification?

Plants and animals naturally go through a process of selection for survival. Features that make

the plant or animal more likely to live are passed along, and features that are not advantageous

are weeded out. These genetic mutations occur over generations, though, making improvement a
slow-moving process. Scientists discovered that they could improve specific characteristics quickly by
introducing foreign genes into an organism, such as those from plants, animals, and even viruses. For
example, exposing a plant to a certain virus can make it more resistant to disease. Transferring genes
from cows to pigs can help the pigs create more milk for larger litters of piglets. The targeting of
genes allows scientists to bring out the specific traits of a product that will make it more successful.

Uses of GM foods

There are three main reasons for genetically modifying food: to produce more food at lower cost,
to increase the health value of the food, and to make the food more desirable. When crops are
modified to withstand disease and drought, it takes fewer resources to produce them, and fewer
crops are lost. But altering food goes much further than this. Scientists are also able to make food
more nutritious. For example, Golden Rice is infused with vitamin A in the hopes of saving the lives
of children suffering from vitamin A deficiencies. However, the earliest uses of GM food are still the
most popular. Genetic modification makes food look and taste better. Tomatoes stay ripe longer.
Apples have fewer bruises. Strawberries grow larger.

Safety

Opponents of GM food say that changing an organism’s genetic code is dangerous. They say that
changes to a plant’s durability can create superweeds that kill crops and that altering nutrition values
could cause health problems for the people who eat the food. Yet thousands of research studies
have shown no evidence that GM food causes harm, either to the environment or to people. It's safe,
effective, and needed in a time when food shortages are skyrocketing.

What We Don’t Know about GM Food
by Daniel McLeod

Humans have a history of moving forward with great ideas—until they realize that those ideas
weren't so great. Back in the 1940s, people around the world started using a miracle insecticide
called dichlorodiphenyitrichloroethane (DDT). It killed every annoying insect out there! It was helping
to eliminate malaria-carrying mosquitoes and life-threatening spiders. DDT was the best insecticide
ever—until people realized the severe damage it was doing to the environment. It took over thirty
years of using the chemical agent for scientists to verify the problems and for countries to ban DDT's
use. Only now, seventy years since it became popular, are some of the species negatively affected by
it finally regaining a foothold on life.

Genetically modified (GM) food is our generation's DDT. Just as before, people have jumped headlong
into the process of making food better, stronger, and different through changes to an organism’s
genetic code. Scientists are altering plants and animals at their most fundamental levels with no
regard to the effects we might see in twenty, thirty, or even seventy years from now. True, this process
is producing food at a lower cost and higher rate, something this world desperately needs, but at
what cost?

There have been documented cases of genetically altered crops affecting the durability of weeds
that compete for the crops’ resources. It's believed the genetic mutation of the crops spread to the
weeds. These weeds, called superweeds, are aggressive and resistant to the chemicals used to kill
them and now threaten the crops’ growth. Another current problem is the reduction in insects such
as butterflies and bees, which pollinate flowers. Crops designed to produce natural insecticides are
Killing off these important creatures. The ecosystem is thrown off balance without them.

Those problems are nothing compared to the ones we don’t know about yet. How will these
modifications affect the humans who consume this food over a lifetime? How will unforeseen
mutations affect the food? These questions can’t be answered right now since we won't see the
effects for decades.

The biogenetics companies that produce GM food say the food has been tested by thousands of
studies. What they don’t say, however, is that they are the ones who funded the studies. Their
financial interest in studies showing that GM food is safe compromises the believability of the
studies. How might their corporate dollars have affected the results the scientists are reporting?

The plain truth is that we don’t know how GM food will affect humans, plants, and animals in the
future. We shouldn’t be risking our lives by eating altered food without knowing whether or not genetic
modification is another DDT.

(
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WRITING TASK

There is an ongoing debate over the use of genetically modified (GM) foods.

Think about BOTH sides of the debate. Should GM foods be produced and
consumed? Write an argumentative essay in your own words supportir
i ie

EXN 1 A 7= AFS
Be sure to use information from BOTH passages in your argumentative | © H = ] ‘_JJ' o

Writer's Checklist
e sure to:

- Introduce your claim.

- Support your claim with logical reasons and relevant evidence from the

- Acknowledge and address alternate or opposing claims. 1= F = o
< sy i, 54 2 AR 718 4S8

[ - Develop yvour ideas clearly and use yvour own words, except when gquotin

passages.
- ldentify the passages by title or number when using details or facts directly from the passages.
- Use words, phrases, or clauses to connect ideas and to clarify the relationships among claims,

Establish and maintain a formal style.

Use clear language and vocabulary.

Provide a conclusion that supports the argument presented.

Check your work for correct usage, grammar, spelling, capitalization. and punctuation.

Now write your argumentative essay on your answer document. Refer to the Writer's Checklist as
you write and proofread your essay.
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Arge  Agete
Producing and consuming genetically modified food is necessary to feed the people of the world an| 7 2o n¥ cro}
them healthy. Since GMOs have been introduced, farmers have been able to grow more food that uses
fewer resources.
Rebecca Wilson states that we are all most likely eating genetically modified foods on a daily basis. She
claims that “A primary reason for its popularity is how beneficial it is to people and businesses.” GM
food grows bigger and tastier than regular food. This makes it more appealing to customers. The more
customers want the food, the more they will buy it. This will help businesses succeed.
Modifying food also makes it stronger. According to Wilson, “When crops are modified to withstand disease
and drought, it takes fewer resources to produce them, and fewer crops are lost.” Therefore, using genetic
modification means there will be more food for more people. The food will also be healthier. An example of
this is how vitamin A is being introduced to rice to help nourish children.
People question how safe GM food is. However, Wilson notes that thousands of studies have been done
on it, and there is “no evidence that GM food causes harm, either to the environment or to people.” If it’s
safe and effective, why not use it?
GM food is here to stay, and that is a good thing. The more we use genetic modification, the more we will
be able to provide healthy food to more people.
5 5 o) = ) = o)
stgel weto] §HA WE AE AEL wldkE Aeel dF =W gore tgd
24Ut
o 3o [e)
FAA WY 2 ARG k) 2 Hel SAR Wy Az
AEEE SRS
There's no question that using genetic modification grows more food. The problem is that the food 7 Qo] gy chot

produces has not been proven safe, so we shouldn’t be producing or consuming it.

As Daniel Mcleod illustrates with the example of DDT, we often don’t know the negative effects a sciéntific
discovery will have on us in the years to come. DDT went from being a miracle insecticide to a threat to
the ecosystem. GM food could offer the same kind of threat to humans.

While GM foods may be bigger. stronger. and tastier. they also may be dangerous. The studies done to
prove their safety were done by the companies selling the products themselves. MclLeod rightfully asks,
“How might their corporate dollars have affected the results the scientists are reporting?”™ We can’t trust
results that are financially motivated.

Unfortunately, as Rebecca Wilson says, “The use of genetics on produce and animals has become

so widespread that each person in the United States is most likely eating GM food daily.” Unless we
take steps to avoid it, we have no choice but to consume something that could kill us. For that reason,
modifying foods must stop.
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How can we explain the continued interest in a particular work in different contexts and at different
times?

What do you think of the assertion that the meanihg of a text is fixed and does not change over time?
If beauty is a relative term, how do one or more of the works you have studied explore this idea?
How valid is the assertion that literature is a voice for the oppressed?

To what extent do male and female literary characters accurately reflect the role of men and women in
society?

To what purpose do authors sometimes choose not to follow a chronological sequence of events in
their literary works?

Do works of literary merit both reflect the spirit of the time and challenge it?
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Marks Level descriptor
L] 6}/‘3 ° %?_]: 0 The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.
Oﬂ 6-4‘{'—\—?1- ——“—1—'_- i Little knowledge of the part 3 works is demonstrated.
547“' A . 6‘4_ Z]_‘Iﬁi‘:ﬂ]' I 2 Some knowledge of the part 3 works and their context is demonstrated, but
SN .
understanding is limited.
ZIA T wak 3}
] - ‘Ll- 17 Oﬂ EH - 3 Knowledge of the part 3 works and the way in which context affects their meaning is
O] —(‘SH ;(] Z\_} _‘,‘q_ O] —(‘SH adequately demonstrated and shows a general understanding.
7‘|_ o] U]_]/‘I_ 1/"_ 4 Knowledge of the part 3 works and the way in which context affects their meaning is
= substantially demonstrated, and the understanding shown is good.
olX=-719
E]“/]‘ })\ . 7]- 5 Knowledge of the part 3 works and the way in which context affects their meaning is
thoroughly demonstrated, and the understanding shown is very good.
o AT Fu
o F(main
. Marks Level descriptor
expectation
f h 0 The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.
0 the
1 There is little awareness of the main expectations of the question.
P q
547% B qu eSth n) Oﬂ 2 There is some awareness of the main expectations of the question; the response is mainly
b ]:H §‘l— O] '('5H 7]. unsubstantiated generalization.
Al H
e
é L Oﬂ OE-]U]_L]_ Xﬂ /\] 3 There is adequate awareness of the main expectations of the question, with a generally
]:H 3} o} relevant response.
T oon HA=
M 4 There is good understanding and awareness of the main expectations of the question,
o %Q_]:O] O] a with a mostly relevant response.
6—]_ 01] }?)]-oﬂ oE-] 5 There is very good understanding and awareness of the expectations of the question,
= with a consistently relevant response.
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=717
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o« Pt BA
O -~
Ags Sl
ofgA 2y
_g_ ?_/%] ?;5,])]\“’—\: Marks Level descriptor
= .
'11‘7% C . 9 o 0 The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.
Aol gk <l
"E‘jﬂ 1 There is little awareness or illustration of the use of stylistic features.
Al [e2]
5T 6’:] o - O] EU]—L]- 2 There is some awareness and illustration of stylistic features.
139 ol
L]'E]'L]' }J\T__.' 3 There is adequate awareness and illustration of stylistic features, with some
/\]—%—Iﬂ]— understanding of their effects.
71
i:ﬂ]_oﬂ . 4 There is good awareness and illustration of stylistic features, with adequate
lﬂ-o]_o L= understanding of their effects.
- - & IRl A
EH ?j_' O] —‘SH 5 There is very good awareness and illustration of stylistic features, with good
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understanding of their effects.
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7]’ OE-]U}‘]/]' = Marks Level descriptor
- 134 9)\:]7_ qu_ 0 The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.
T7‘] D . 1 There is little focus, structure and development.
ARI7R
:l'L/S] :ﬂ]— woeo = z There is some focus, structure and development.
[ ]
;q 7H ‘—‘E-/] © ﬂ] 3 There is adequate focus, structure and development.
-
Z—_]| :l'LE]' OE-] 4 There is good focus, structure and development.
U}-L]— E:{L]_Z_—]' 5 There is very good focus, structure and development.
7K
Marks Level descriptor
0 The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.
1 Language is rarely clear and appropriate; there are many errors in grammar, vocabulary
[ ] ?1_017]— OE']U}- and sentence construction and little sense of register and style.
L]— m i]—f?]-—f 2 Language is sometimes clear and carefully chosen; grammar, vocabulary and sentence
o= °rl- construction are fairly accurate, although errors and inconsistencies are apparent; the
> [e) register and style are to some extent appropriate to the task.
|= Bl
- 3 Language is clear and carefully chosen with an adequate degree of accuracy in grammar,
= .
'11‘7‘] E . X(S] z]—?l'7]'? vocabulary and sentence construction despite some lapses; register and style are mostly
appropriate to the task.
Ao} Abg o AEY
1 o
(reglster)"] Marks Level descriptor
)‘\j QJ_' O] OE']U}‘ 4 Language is clear and carefully chosen, with a good degree of accuracy in grammar,
- vocabulary and sentence construction; register and style are consistently appropriate to
]/]- Z_‘]'Xé?l-7]-‘? the task.
5 Language is very clear, effective, carefully chosen and precise, with a high degree of
accuracy in grammar, vocabulary and sentence construction; register and style are
effective and appropriate to the task.
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