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Important time lines for

History of English

* Old English (449-1066)
- 449: Saxons invade Britain
- 6% century: Religious literature
- 8t century Beowulf
- 1066: Norman Conquest
« Middle English (1100-1500)
- 1387: Canterbury Tales
- 1476: Caxton’s printing press
- 1500: Great Vowel Shift
 Modern English (since 1500)
- 1564: Birth of Shakespeare
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E.g. sky, eqqg, cake skin, leg, window (wind eye)
husbanad, fellow, skill, anger, flat odad, ugly, get
give take raise, call, die, they, their, them,
dream, birth, trust, disk



Beowulf
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 Hwaet! we Gar-Dena in gear-dagum,
What! We [of] Gar-Danes in yore-days

e beoc
[of]

-cyninga, prym gefrunon

neople-kings, trim afrained

Translation: Listen! We have heard of the
glory of the Spear-Danes, of the kings of
the people, in days of yore
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- crime replaced firen
- uncle replace eam
« M2 FHolS ¥-gol/| ?lo] ZZ20{ef A
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- gentle (fr) + man (gr) = gentlem
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- Doom (gr) and yudgment (fr)
- Wish (gr) and desire (fr)
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2 2 H 3} (The Great Vowel Shift)

e 1400-1600E AlO| HO{o| B 20| 2 H3}7}
201

Middle English — Modern English

'mi:s] — [mars] “mice”

'mu:s] — [maos] “mouse”

ge:s] — [gl:s] "geese”

go:s] — [gu:s] "goose”

bre:ken] — [bre:k] "break”

bro:ken] — [bro:k] “broke”

na:ma] — [nhe:m] "name”
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Front




Chaucer: The Canterbury Tales
(1387)

 Whan that Auerytt wt his shoures soote,
(When in April the sweet showers fall)
The droghte of March, hath perced to the roote;
(And pierce the drought of March to the root)
And bathed euery veyne in swich lycour,

(and all The veins are bathed in liquor of such
power)

Of which vertu engendred is the flour;
(As brings about the engendering of the flower)
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one fell swoop, vanish into thin air;, flesh
and blood, critical leapfrog, majestic,
awindle, pedant...
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